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STATUTES OF THE NON-PROFIT ORGANISATION 

Patrimoine sans frontières (Heritage without borders) 

According the statement done on the 4th June 1992 

Declaration into the Official Journal - register of the French State – on the 25th June 1992 

Modification during the General Assembly on the 2nd June 2005 

Statement done at Prefecture on the 2nd September 2005 

Modification during extraordinary General Assembly on the 7th March 2007 

Modification during the General Assembly on the 11th May 2016 

Statement done at Prefecture on the 18th July 2016 

_________________ 

I. OBJECTIVES AND COMPOSITION 

Article 1: Legal form and designation 

Reminder:  

The Non-Governmental Organisation (NGO) Patrimoine sans frontières has been created on the 
4th June 1992 (Declaration into the Official Journal on the 25th June 1992) by the founding 
members called hereafter: 

François-Gustave-Frédéric BLOCH-LAINE (†) 
Born on the 25th March 1912 at Paris (16th district), France, 
of French nationality. 

Bertrand BONNIER 
Born on the 1st February 1945 at Paris (17th district), France, 
of French nationality. 

Claudine COLIN 
Born on the 23th September 1956, at Céaucé (Orne, France),  
of French nationality. 

Frédéric EDELMANN 
Born on the 16th August 1951 at Paris (8th district), France, 
of French nationality. 

Dominique GROS 
Born on the 5th December 1951 at Cholet (Maine et Loire, France), 
of French nationality. 

These statutes cancel and supersede those set up for the statement of NGO’s 
creation and those voted during extraordinary General Assembly on the 7th March 
2007.  

The NGO is ruled by the law of the 1st July 1901, by existing texts and by these 
statutes.  

Designation  

The NGO’s name is: PATRIMOINE SANS FRONTIÈRES (HERITAGE WITHOUT BORDERS), 

Its acronym is: PSF  
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Article 2: Object and duration 

Patrimoine sans frontières is an aid Organisation/humanitarian NGO, which aims to:  

- contribute to the safeguarding of international heritage in emergency, oblivion or escheat 
contexts, as well as in post-crisis or post-conflict situations; 

- assist and to implement the heritage reappropriation in crisis situation such at a regional level 
that national or international one; 

- establish the necessary contacts with all NGOs and public, national or international 
organisations which contribute to achieve these objectives; 

- implement all necessary measures useful for achieving its objectives: international network of 
vigilance, help, information and safeguarding of heritage, international work camps, exchange 
of good practices, multidisciplinary and specific programs, studies, researches, publications, 
etc. 

Its duration is unlimited. 

Article 3: Means 

To reach the objectives defined in Article 2, the NGO  

- gives itself adequate material means and calls on human competencies likely to help it, whether 
voluntary or not, if need be, constitutes expert groups or scientific committees by project, 

- develops and sets up all structures and field projects likely to respond to these objectives, 

- encourages partnerships or cooperates to actions implemented by public or private, national or 
international organisations and other NGOs in harmony with its visions and objectives. 

Article 4: Registered headquarters 

NGO has registered its headquarters at PARIS, France.  

Article 5: Rules of procedures 

The rules of procedures of the NGO shall be established by the Executive Board to set the 
implementing rules of these statutes and NGO's activities. They clarifie and complete the 
functionning rules of the NGO. They are approved by the General Assembly of the NGO’s 
members. 

(The following provisions shall apply, subject to obtaining the “Organisation recognized as serving the public good”
1
) 

The rules of procedures are addressed to the prefecture of the French department. It can neither come into effect, nor 
be modified only after the approval of the Ministry of the Interior. 

These rules of procedures hold for all NGO’s members. 
  

                                                 
1
 (In French : Reconnaissance d’utilité publique) 
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Article 6: Members 

The Organisation shall be composed of several membership categories: 

 Founding members as recalled in Article 1 of these statutes, 

 Donating members, benefactors who provide or have provided specific support to the 
Organisation 

 Honorary members: the title of honorary member may be awarded by the Executive board 
to natural or legal persons and collaborators who provide or have provided identified 
services to the Organisation. This title bestows on its holders the right to be part of the 
General Assembly upon the persons who have obtained it without being required to pay a 
due. 

 Adherent members 

 Foreign correspondent members 

Through their membership, members commit to share their knowledge and activities and to 
support the Organisation’s mission in the purpose described in Article 2. 

All applications will be submitted to the Executive Board which may refuse this admission without 
having to justify its decision and give the title of adherent member, donating member, honorary 
member or foreign correspondent member. 

The General Assembly sets the due amount for each category every year. 

Membership shall terminate: 

1. Upon written resignation submitted to the President of the Organisation 

2. Upon death, for a natural person 

3. Upon receivership or dissolution for any reason, for a legal person 

4. Upon removal pronounced by the Executivve Board for non-payment of the annual due or 
the loss of specific qualities, or grave misconduct against the Organisation’s objectives or 
resulting from the violation of the rules of proceduress. 

Whatever the ground of the removal may be, it is subject to review before the General Assembly.   

It is requested by the Executive Board that the concerned member should provide written 
explanations beforehand. 

II- ADMINISTRATION AND FUNCTIONING 

Article 7: Executive Board and Executive Committee – composition and election 

The organisation is administered by a Executive Board which shall have up to 21 but not fewer than 
11 members, on decision from the General Assembly. 

Members of the Executive Board are elected for a three-year term by the General Assembly by 
secret ballot. They are renewable by thirds. At the first two renewals outgoing members will be 
designated by drawing lots if needed.   

The Executive Board shall temporarily fill potential vacancies. Definitive replacement shall be 
proceeded with during the next General Assembly. 

The proxies of the elected members according to the conditions previously described shall end on 
the date when the mandate of the replaced members should normally expire. 
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The warrants are renewable. Directors shall not be more than 80 years of age at the time of their 
election. 

The Board 

The Executive Board chooses from among its members, by secret ballot, the Board which is 
composed of at least one president, one treasurer, and one Secretary-General.  

The number of members of the Board may not represent more than one third (1/3) of the 
Executive Board.  

The members of the Board are elected for one year. 

 

Article 8: Meetings of the Executive Board 

The Executive Board shall meet at least once every six months and whenever it is convened by its 
President, its Secretary-General or at the request of a quarter of the members of the Executive 
Board, or a quarter of the members of the NGO, by ordinary letter or by E-mail, at least 15 days 
before the date of the Executive Board meeting, mentioning the agenda of the meeting. 

Each Director will not be able to hold more than one proxy at a time.  

At least one third of the members must be present or represented so that the Executive Board can 
validly deliberate. 

It deliberates by a simple majority of the members present or represented. 

In the event of the sharing of votes, the President's vote prevails. 

Minutes shall be drawn up of the meetings.  

The employees of the NGO may be called by the President to attend, with an advisory voice, all or 
part of the meetings of the General Assembly and the Executive Board. 

The minutes of the meetings are signed by the President and the secretary. They are approved by 
the next Executive Board meeting. They are kept at the headquarters of the NGO. 

 

Article 9: Executive Board – Presidency and functioning 

The Executive Board elects a president.  

The President represents the NGO in all acts of civil life. He orders the expenses. He may, for a 
specific act, delegate this power to another member of the Executive Board.  

Thus, in accordance with Article 7, it is agreed that the President shall delegate to one or more 
members belonging to the Executive Board the authority to represent the NGO with the partners 
or patrons of the NGO. 

In case of legal representation, the President may only be replaced by an agent acting under a special 
power of attorney. 

The representatives of the NGO must enjoy the full exercise of their civil rights. 

With the exception of the President, members of the Executive Board may not receive 
remuneration for their appointment as Directors. 
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However, the President of the Executive Board may receive remuneration under the conditions laid 
down in the second subparagraph of D of the 1 of Article 261 of the General Code of taxes and of 
242 C of the same Code Annex 2. 

Reimbursement of expenses is possible, but must be submitted to an express decision of the 
Executive Board, the latter acting out of the presence of the concerned parties, and the proof of the 
expenses will have to be produced and will be the subject of Audits by the Executive Board.  

The Executive Board may delegate to the Board any precisely defined competence for a period not 
exceeding the duration of its mandate. 

Article 10: General Assembly 

The General Assembly of the NGO shall include all members of the NGO up to date of their 
subscription on the date of the meeting. 

Each member (Founding members, Donating members, Honorary members, Adherent members 
and Aboard correspondent members) has a vote at the General Assembly. 

Each member may be represented by another member of the NGO with special proxy; 
representation by any other person is prohibited. 

Each member present at the General Assembly has a voice and voice that it represents within the 
limits of four powers.  

The General Assembly shall select its board in accordance with the provisions of the rules of 
procedures. 

In the event of an equality of votes, the president's vote prevails.  

 

The ordinary General Assembly 

The ordinary General Assembly meets once a year and is summoned each time by the Executive 
Board or its President in case of necessity by E-mail or by simple letter containing the agenda and 
addressed to each member of the NGO at least 15 days in advance.  

The General Assembly may also be assembled on the written request of at least one quarter of the 
members of the NGO.  

The Assembly can only deliberate on the issues on the agenda set by the Executive Board. 

The General Assembly shall, where appropriate, provide for the renewal of the members of the 
Executive Board. The conditions of eligibility for the Executive Board are established in the rules of 
procedures. 

The General Assembly hears reports on the management of the Executive Board, on the financial 
and moral management of the NGO and grants to members of the Executive Board full discharge 
of its management. 

It approves the accounts for the past fiscal year, votes on the budget for the following fiscal year, 
deliberates on the issues put on the agenda. 

The deliberations of the ordinary General Assembly are taken with a quorum of a quarter of the 
members and a majority of the members present or represented. 

In the event of an equality of votes, the president's vote prevails. 

Minutes shall be drawn up of the meetings.  
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The minutes are signed by the President and the secretary of the General Assembly. They are kept 
at the headquarters of the NGO. 

An attendance sheet is signed up by the members of the General Assembly when entering the 
meeting and certified by the President and the secretary of the General Assembly. 

The annual report and the accounts are made available to all members of the NGO for consultation 
at the NGO's premises and published after approval by the General Assembly on the NGO's 
website. 

 

The Extraordinary General Meeting 

If needed or written requested by at least half of the members, the President may convene an 
Extraordinary General Meeting in the legal forms. 

EGM deliberations are concluded by a quorum of a quarter of members present or represented. If 
the quorum is not met, a further sitting is held no later than fifteen (15) days from the date of the 
first meeting; It may then decide whatever the number of members present or represented. 

 

Article 11: Deliberations within the competence of the General Assembly 

(The following provisions shall apply, subject to obtaining the Organisation recognized as serving the public good) 

The deliberations of the Executive Board concerning the acquisition, exchange or transfer of real property required 
for the mission of the Organisation, the issuance of mortgages on this property, leases exceeding nine years, the 
transfer of goods included in its endowment, and loans must be submitted for approval by the annual meeting. 

The deliberations of the Executive Board concerning the acceptance of donations and legacies are valid only after the 
administrative ratification, as provided by the law. 

The deliberations of the Executive Board concerning the dispositions of movable property and real property arising by 
way of endowment, and concerning the conclusion of mortgages and loans, are valid only after the administrative 
ratification.

III. ALLOCATIONS AND ANNUAL RESOURCES 

Article 12: Funds/Resources 

The NGO’s annual resources consist of: 

- Membership subscriptions which are set every year by the Executive Board, 

- Any public or private, French, European or international subsidies that it may receive, 

- Endowments, legacies and other gifts as provided by the law,  premised on  official recognition 
of the NGO’s income from trust property as 'public utility', 

- Proceeds and fees received for services rendered, 

- And, more broadly, any other resources that is compatible with the law. 

 

Article 13: Financial year 

Accounting is carried out presenting on an annual basis the profit-and-loss account, the balance 
sheet and an appendix. Accounting is made on the basis of NGO’s chart of accounts. 
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NGO’s financial year matches the calendar year. 

 

(The following provisions shall apply, subject to obtaining the Organisation recognized as serving the public good) 

Every section or Local Committee must keep separate accounts which form a section of the overall financial records 
of the NGO.  

It is justified annually to the prefect of the department, to the Minister of the Interior, to the Minister of Foreign 
affairs and to the Minister of Employment and Social solidarity. 

Article 14: 

Endowment includes: 

1) an amount of 150€ consists of the deposit in conformity of the following Article’s prescription;  

2) the buildings necessary for the purpose sought by the organisation as well as woods, forests or 
woodlots; 

3) capital derived from gifts, unless immediate employment has been authorized; 

4) the amounts paid for the redemption of contributions; 

5) at least one tenth, annually capitalized, of the net income of the property of the Organisation; 

6) the part of the surplus of resources which is not necessary to the functioning of the Organisation 
for the following year, after possible allocation to an associative project account. 

All movable capital, including that of the endowment, is invested in registered securities, securities 
for which is established the list of nominative references provided for in Article 55 of Law No. 87-
416 of 17 June 1987 on the savings or in securities accepted by the Banque de France as a guarantee 
in advance. 

IV - AMENDMENT OF THE STATUTES AND DISSOLUTION 

Article 15: Statutory modification 

The statutes may be amended by the General Assembly on the proposal of the Executive Board or 
on the proposal of one-tenth of the members of the General Assembly. 

In either case, the proposed changes are placed on the order paper of the next General Assembly 
meeting, which must be sent to all members of the General Assembly at least 15 days before the 
meeting. 

The General Assembly must consist of at least one quarter of his active members. If this quorum is 
not reached, the General Assembly is called again, but at least fifteen days apart, and this time, it can 
validly deliberate, regardless of the number of members present or represented. 

In any case, the statutes may only be amended by a two-thirds majority of the members present or 
represented. 

 

Article 16 : Dissolution 

The General Assembly meeting, called to decide on the dissolution of the NGO and convened 
especially for this purpose, in the conditions provided for in the preceding Article, must include, at 
least, half plus one of the active members. 
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If this quorum is not reached, the General Assembly is called again, but at least fifteen days apart, 
and this time, it can validly deliberate, regardless of the number of members present or represented. 

In any case, the dissolution may only be voted by a two-thirds majority of the members present or 
represented. 

In case of dissolution, the General Assembly designates one or more commissioners, responsible 
for the liquidation of the property of the NGO. It allocates the net assets to one or more similar 
establishments, public, or recognized of public utility, or to establishments referred to in Article 6, 
paragraph 5, of the Law of July 1, 1901 as amended. 

 

V. SURVEILLANCE AND INTERNAL RULES 

ART. 17. Surveillance and transparency 

(The following provisions shall apply, subject to obtaining the recognition of Organisation serving the public good). 

The General Assembly’s deliberations announced in the Articles 11, 15 and 16 are transmitted without delay to 
the Ministry of the Interior, the Ministry of Europe and Foreign Affairs, and to the Ministry of Culture. 

They shall become valid only after the Government’s agreement. 

Every modification occurred within the organisation’s direction or administration shall be reported by the president, 
within three months, to the prefecture of the department and the sub-prefecture of the arrondissement in which the 
organisation has its seat.  

The organisation’s registers and accountancy shall be presented on each demand from the Ministry of the Interior or 
the prefect, or to any accredited member of their delegation. 

The annual report and the accounts shall be transmitted on an annual basis to the prefect of the department. If the 
Organisation is recognized as serving the public good or granted from the following ministers, these documents shall 
also be transmitted to the Ministry of the Interior, the Ministry of Culture, and the Ministry of Europe and Foreign 
Affairs. 

The Ministry of the Interior, the Ministry of Europe and Foreign Affairs and the Ministry of Culture have the 
right to guide their delegations in the organisation’s buildings and to be introduced to the organisation’s activities and 
organisation. 

 

Paris, Voted in General Assembly, May 11, 2016. 
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